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Mrs.  Wilson  lived alone on  a small  farm  in Kansas. She was a 
 by herself  farmhouse 
 independent 

 
         

strong-willed person and refused to leave the farm, even though  her son 
 stubborn woman  he 

 determined lady 

 
           

 kept after her  to move  to town.  He  wanted her to rent an  
 always tried to come into city   get 
 wanted to leave in    to live 
 been asking      live 

 tried to talk 
 pleaded 

 tried to convince 
 trying to coax 

 
          

apartment near his house. Whenever he told her that she 
 next to him home Mrs. Wilson 
 close to me 

 closer to he 
 nearby 

 
           

should move, she  just answered that the Lord would take care of her 
  said God protect me 

  told  provide 
  knew 
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One hot muggy day, there was a terrible thunderstorm. Suddenly 
 humid horrible storm        all of a sudden 

  bad raining really hard 

 
          

there was a brilliant flash and a loud crashing noise. When Mrs.  
 bright lightning thunder bang lady 
    crack she 

 
           

Wilson looked out the bedroom window, she saw flames coming from 
   noticed fire out of 

 

 
         

the barn. She ran to the kitchen to call the fire department, 
  Mrs. Wilson went in to telephone fireman company 

    into to dial 
     to ring 

     to use 

 
        

but the phone was out of order. Just  as  she  was headed  
 it  dead started 
 telephone  knocked out going 
 line  not working walking 

   out was about 
   taken out on her way 

   couldn’t get through was leaving 
   no longer works went 
    came 

    exiting 

 
          

 out    the door to go to the neighbors, two fire trucks raced 
 outside house to run next door firemen engines pull/ed/ing 
     firepeople  rolled up 

       just that quick 
       shortly 
       approaching quickly 

       arrived quickly 
       came 

                                                                                                                             showed up 
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into the yard. In a few minutes the fire was out, and none of the 
 in farm within moments blaze took care of 

   quickly 

 
         

 cows had been hurt. When her son heard about the fire, 
 livestock injured Mrs. Wilson’s found out it 
  harmed   this 
  killed 

  damaged 
  died 

 
         

 he told her again that she should move into town,  
 son said/says mom come to town to city 

  requested her should have come 
  suggested you come back 
  pleaded  coming 

  begged 
  asked 

  tried to convince   
  implored 
  wanted 

  talked 

 
         

because she was(n’t) safe alone on the farm. “But,” she  
 you  safety on her own here Mrs. Wilson 
    by herself  there lady 
    by yourself 

 
          

 answered, “I told you that the Lord would take care of me. 
 made statement said him God  will provide her 

 responded     look out   
 said     would help 

      protect 
      looking after 

 
          

The same lightning bolt that started the fire also hit the fire alarm 
  set tripped bell 
  began set 

  caused got 
   struck 
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  box on the corner and called the fire department.” 
   call box at contacted firemen trucks 

   dialed  engines 
   sent  company 
   signaled  station 

   alerted 
   got 

   notified 
   ringing 
   summoned 

   triggered 
   alarmed 

   brought 


