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TIGHTROPE (C) 

 
             

George Smith was a quiet French bookkeeper. None of his friends believed him 
  accountant no one them believe he 
   nobody 
   not 

 
           

when he told them that he was going to walk across Niagara Falls 
 who explained friend(s) gonna to cross cross 

  said people intended  over 
   everyone decided 

   everybody wanted 

 
            

 on a tightrope. But here he was, one spring day, looking at the rope  
over rope him with 

   George 
   man 

 
          

which was stretched a hundred and fifty feet above the falls. George’s wife 
 that went  in water his  

  goes  up high 
  strung  across air 
    over them 

     Niagara 
     drop 
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 stood beside him trying to convince him not to try such  
 by telling to dissuade  out doing 

 next to appealing to persuade   to do 
 with pleading to discourage   to go 
   objections 

   to coax 
   says 

   asked 
   want 
   to talk 

   begged 
   discussion 

 
           

a foolish stunt.  She told him to think of his family.  George 
dangerous this  asked George to remember about your he 

 that  said he   their 
 thing  reminded    our 
 it 

 act 

 
           

just shook his head stubbornly and told her that this was something 
 adamant insisted it was insistent it 
  said that  this 
   

 
         

 he had to do. Then he began to practice for the  
 I insisted  nevertheless George started doing before 

  need    proceeded   warmed up 
  was 

  going 
  wanted 
  must 

  undeterred 

 
          

crossing by walking back and forth on a narrow wooden beam. 
 walk this going backwards forwards across small of wood platform  
      with tiny  plank 

       thin  board 
         piece 
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By the time George was ready to begin the crossing,  
 in while  him practiced enough to do it 

on finally he  to make across 
  later   to go 
  meantime   to walk 

  when   started 
  then 

  soon 
        day of the event 

 
        

 almost a thousand  people  had gathered to watch him.  George 
 about a lot standing  George he 
 approximately a bunch was  

  lots came 
   was gonna 

   showed 

 
          

 stood uncertainly at the edge of the river.  The long rope swayed 
 sat nervous one end tightrope 
 was apprehensively side rope 
  wasn’t sure 

 
          

slightly in the breeze.  Slowly he set out across the rope 
 George walked up to cross tightrope 

  started to go on falls 
  got to walk 
  was going to head 

  crossed over 
   across 

 
          

 toward the Canadian side of the falls.  Twenty minutes later, a television  
 to thereafter tv  

 onto after   
  passed   
  then   
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reporter came up to him and asked,  “What are you going 
 waiting upon for George talking he planned 
 walked by  him said he’s wanted 
 met there  he  his would 
 was       
 showed       
 approached 

 
           

 to do next?”  George thought for a moment and then answered, “I guess 
 to trynow                 He pondered minutes said he think 

 to walk   while stated  probably 
     replied   
     told 

     responded 
      

 
           

 I’ll walk back across  the rope. I left my car on  the other 
he to cross over over tightrope he parked his  to American 

  to go   wire  forgot 
  to return   it  is 
     falls 

 
  

 side.” 
 there 

 
 


